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一
yï

一(one)

one,a,an,alone

Ideograph - representing
heaven (天), horizon (旦), or a
bar
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二
èr

二(second)

two,twice,KangXi radical
7

:Ideograph -  meaning heaven
and earth
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三
sän

一(one)

three,3

Ideograph -  meaning heaven,
earth and human beings
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四
sì

囗(enclosure)

four,4

Ideograph - A child 儿 in a
four-sided  囗 room
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五
wû

二(second)

five,5

Ideograph -  five elements (four
sides and center) between
heaven 一 and earth 一
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六
liù

八(eight)

six,6

Phonetic loan -  Picture of a
pavillion, borrowed the sound
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七
qï

一(one)

seven,7

Ideograph - a symbol
resembling 十 with
imperfection
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八
bä

八(eight)

eight,all around,all sides,
KangXi radical 12

Ideograph - meaning "to
divide"
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九
jiû

乙(second)

nine,9

Pictograph - representing an
elbow
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十
shí

十(ten)

ten,10, complete; perfect,
Kangxi radical number 24

Ideograph - the four
directions(north, east, south and
west)
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几(幾)
jî
jï

几(table)

how many,almost,table,
Kangxi radical number 16

Pictograph -  a small table
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岁(歲)
suì

山(mountain)

year,years old,age,
harvest,classifier for
years old

Ideograph - Simplified form of
歲, footsteps 止  with
harvesting 戌, once a year. 戌
provides sound
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呢
ne
ní

口(mouth)

interrogative or emphatic
final

Pictophonetic - Mouth 口
implies the meaning while 尼
provides the sound
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